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Atlas

Tell me Atlas
What’s heavier? The world or the pain festering in people’s
hearts?
The oceans that are miles deep, or our tears which fill them?
The mountains which we loved to climb, or the new heights
of abandonment and disappointment we feel?
Atlas are your knees buckling? Shoulders more sore since
the seventh? Each breath harder as if your lungs are
perpetually filled with glass?
Because mine sure are
I already carry broken shrapnel in the form of my heart, and
fumble as I try to put back together the hopes and dreams
and lost futures of friends and family. Of eyes I could swear
looked familiar but now are hard to place
I no longer sleep in the dark. I keep the lights on as if the
soft glow of a lamp can force away the shadows
I have returned to my three year old self cowering from
every bump in the night;
Ino
longer try
to befriend the monsters
under
the
bed
I stand here juggling hundreds of globes, of universes,
keeping the memories and stories aloft
So Atlas I'm begging

Give me some tips on how to stay afloat

Is that what I get for screaming at God? It wasn’t a rebellion
Hashem I promise. It was confusion and hurt masked as
anger and indifference. It was the want of an I'm sorry
knowing it’ll never come

And I thought before our relationship was complicated
Father [ didn’t rebel. I am no atlas. I did not give in to the
call of the titans

So then why do I suffer his fate tenfold?

I don’t have his endurance

I am but made of dust, risen and will be returned and
scattered

My ashes will fly up amongst the stars

So close but never touching

[ am left wanting. Yearning. Crying. But silenced.

For if I slip they slip. And how could I sacrifice her world for
mine?

So even though it feels truly impossible, I carry

Surround myself with stardust and mountains and the
deepest of oceans

[ ground myself in work and belief and a tad bit of naivety
I call out to atlas and say 17 I 139 W 199K 10X W19
And take the sound of his labored breath as agreement

And together we hold our worlds up.
Atlas and me.
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Wie Herr Schuler zu Albert sagte: Wenn du
zerstorst — zerstore, ohne eine Spur zu hinter-
lassen. Sie sehen, sie sind wie Kakerlaken. Wer die
Vernichtung iiberlebt, ist notwendigerweise stirker,
kliiger, widerstandsfahiger, boser! Deshalb miissen
Sie die Arbeit beenden. Wenn Sie auch nur ein
wenig davon {ibrig lassen, sind Sie erledigt. Sie
werden dich bis zum Tod verfolgen
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Und ich mochte Albert wirklich. Er war blond.
Seine Lippen waren so rot wie die einer Tochter.
Ich war neugierig auf seinen Schwanz. Aber wir
haben es nicht geschafft
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Was willst du? Warum bist du zuriickgekommen?
Hattest du beim letzten Mal nicht genug Spaf$?
Was jetzt?
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Ich weifs genau, wie es funktioniert. Ja, ich bin die
Kakerlake, die all diese Jahre {iberlebt hat.
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